WESTBERG INSTITUTE
for NURSING

» a division of the
Spiritual Care Association

Talking Points and Elevator Speech

Westberg Institute for Nursing | Spiritual Care Association

Five Essential Talking Points

1.

Spiritual care is already part of nursing. Spiritual Care Nursing builds upon this
professional responsibility through advanced education and competency development.

Spiritual Care Nursing strengthens whole-person care. It supports nurses in
addressing spiritual concerns related to illness, suffering, hope, meaning, and healing.

Spiritual Care Nursing complements professional chaplaincy. Nurses and chaplains
have distinct but collaborative responsibilities.

The Westberg Institute is developing Spiritual Care Nursing education and
professional pathways. These support specialized nursing competencies and the
emerging Certified Spiritual Care Nurse (CSCN) credential pathway.

Spiritual Care Nursing can be introduced in diverse clinical settings. Healthcare
systems can explore approaches suited to their patient populations, resources, and
interdisciplinary teams.

Suggested 30-Second Elevator Speech

Spiritual Care Nursing is an emerging nursing specialty that builds upon nursing’s
commitment to whole-person care. Through advanced education, nurses strengthen their
ability to assess spiritual needs, develop individualized nursing care plans, provide evidence-
based interventions, and collaborate with professional chaplains. The Westberg Institute for
Nursing is advancing this specialty through education, research, and professional
development, and is inviting nursing organizations and healthcare systems to learn more
about how Spiritual Care Nursing can strengthen whole-person care.
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